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Pyari Chand Mitra, the father of 
the Bengali novel, was Librarian 
from 1848 to 1866. He made the 
library a centre’ of library and 
intellectual activity, 


The library moved temporarily 
to Fort William in July 1841; 
and finally to Metcalfe Hall in 
June 1844. The Hall had been 
built to do honour to Charles 
(later Lord) Metcalfe, and was to 
house a public library. Later the 
idea of a new library was 
dropped and the Hall was offered 
to the Calcutta Public Library ; 
so that from two Separate moves 
came a library, the first of its 
kind in India. 








John Macfarlane from the British 
Museum was the first Librarian 
(1901-6). He arranged the hold- 
ings systematically, Initiated the 
publication of catalogues, and 
improved the service. 


Bipin Chandra Pal was Librarian 
in 1890-91. 





Harinath De, scholar and linguist, 
Librarian from 1907 to 1911, 





John Alexander Chapman, 
Librarian from 1911 to 1930. He 
made many experiments in how 
books may be preserved in a 
tropical climate, 





K. M. Asadullah, Librarian 
from 1930 to 1947. He started 
library training classes in 1935. 





B. S. Kesavan, Librarian from 
1948 to 1963, saw the shifting of 
the library to its new home and 
gave it much of its present 
character, 
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The Asutosh Collection on the fourth floor of the Annexe has a 
reading corner working from 9-30 to 6, 





A general view of the main reading room. 
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